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Dear Faculty Administration,  

On behalf of the FOE-ISU executive 
members and the whole student 
community, I would like to say thank 
you very much, firstly for accepting & 
secondly for publishing the proposal of 
having separate page for the faculty of 
Education International Students Union 
(FOE-ISU) on the official website of the 
Beijing Normal University (BNU).  I 
highly appreciate the Faculty of 
Education (FOE) which really considers 
that its students/ scholars are enough 
capable of keeping/delivering 
knowledge for the enhancement of the 
faculty. The honor which 
FOE-ISU-2018 has brought to the 
faculty itself also needs to be 
appreciated. Hope we (FOE-ISU) would 
receive our side of appreciation from 
our faculty administration in the form 
of providing us some incentives. It could 
be in the form of accepting our other 
proposals of making FOE-ISU volunteer 
service as paid or conversion of this 
service into internship (either 
paid/unpaid). My respected readers, this 
suggestion is highly voted & 
recommended by majority of students 
from the Union as well as those who are 

not part of the union. 

We will highly appreciate your 
assistance and response on our 
proposals that we really need during our 
delivery of service.  

I cannot end this letter of 
appreciation/ thanks without 
appreciating my fellows who really did 
hard work in developing documents for 
the web page. I am deeply thankful to 
the entire Union for this successful 
publication of the web page and greet 
them good luck for their further hard 
work in school, studies and life.  

Thank you once again for all your 
support/ help & trust. We will try to 
exceed your expectations in our 
capacities and abilities.  

I wish all the happiness of Qingming 
Festival to all the Faculty of Education 
(Teachers & Students). 

Best Regards, 

Maria Khan  

Dea r  Rea der s,

We a r e gl a d t o  send yo u o ur  Timel ine new sl et t er  f o r  t h is mo nt h ; pl ea se f eel  f r ee t o  send us a ny 
f eedba c k /new s/a r t ic l es/ idea s o r  a nyt h ing publ isha bl e t ha t  yo u a r e int er est ed in. New s w il l  be 
sha ped o n yo ur  needs; yo u w il l   a nd o pen c a l l s f o r  c o nf er enc es, a c a demic  issues, a c t iv it ies a nd 
t h ings t ha t  just  ha ppen t o  us ev er y da y...enjo y!                                               Ema il : 
f o eisu@ya ho o .c o m
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Bir t hda y  w ishes

Your dreams are real, you 
work hard and you have a 
pure heart, hope your 
birthday fulfills all your 
wishes and dreams come true.  

ROJO 
H ERN AN DEZ ,

L UI S AN GEL , and 
MARI A  KH AN ! : ) 

 C O N T E N T S



CULTURAL SURVIVAL: 
WHEN KUNGFU AND 
TECHNOLOGY MEET 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consetetur sadipscing elitr, sed diam 
nonumy eirmod tempor invidunt ut 
labore et dolore magna aliquyam 

erat, sed diam voluptua. At vero eos 
et accusam et justo duo dolores et ea 
rebum. Stet clita kasd gubergren, no 

sea takimata sanctus est Lorem 
ipsum dolor sit amet. 

W hile m ost cul tural  bel iefs 
and pract ices are facing 
ext inct ion due to m odern ism , 
som e are gett ing m ore 
str engthened and im proved. 
Kungfu, a tr adi t ional  Chinese 
m ar t ial  ar ts is one of a proven 
cul tural  pract ice that is 
surviving and gett ing m ore 
pol ished up in  th is era of 
m odern ism . As i t  m ay be 
claim ed and establ ished in  
som e quar ter s that 
global izat ion is eroding som e 
Chinese cul tural  pract ices, the 
Kungfu m ar t ial  ar ts is proving 
the opposi te. 

W alk ing in  the str eets of 
Bei jing, one m ay easi ly be 
convinced that foreign 
cul tures are sett l ing dust. One 
m ay not bel ieve that som e 
cul tural  aspects in  the nam e of 
Kungfu are becom ing 
undefeatable to fade away 
unt i l  they are taken to a 
Kungfu n ight show at the Red 
theatre. The fr ee t ickets given 
by the In ternat ional  Students 
Office at BNU to in ternat ional  
students dur ing the winter  
vacat ion gave these students a 
chance to watch Kungfu show 
in  the Red Theatre.  

The m eeting of outstanding 
Kungfu sk i l ls and technology 
in  a show ent i t led ?The legend 
of Kungfu? was such an 
im aginable spectacle that 
perplexed the audience. I t  was 
l ike watching a m ovie yet i t  
was l ive per form ance. Kungfu 
sk i l ls have been sk i l l fu l ly 
m astered and technology wel l  
ut i l ized which has bred the 
m ost am azing Kungfu cul ture 
which wi l l  stand for  ages.  

I t  is not easy to m aster  such 
sk i l ls especial ly in  
m aintain ing one?s cul ture in  
th is era but the Chinese 
people have m anaged i t . 
Actual ly the Legend of Kungfu 

Show has received num erous 
awards and becom e a wor ld 
class spectacle known around 
the wor ld. I t  cal ls for  invest ing 
of determ inat ion, t im e, 
f inances, hum an resource and 
technology i tsel f to m ake i t  
possible. The quest ion is, ?how 
are you m ak ing your  cul tural  
pract ices in  your  r espect ive 
nat ions survive ext inct ion due 
to global izat ion and 
m odern izat ion for ces?? 

W r i t ten by

                 Alex S.M .



H a w k i n g  a t  B e i j i n g  N o r m a l  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  L i f e ?s  D e s t i n y ! 

As many of you already know that one of the world?s most 
brilliant minds, Professor Stephen William Hawking, passed 
away on 14th March 2018. This is not a biographical article of 
the renowned physicist since there are many other proper 
presentation of his biography out there. Nevertheless, as we are 
reminded with questions of destiny every time someone leaves 
our world, I  came across some interesting historical facts of 
Hawking?s visits to China and thought to share them with you 
along with a personal message.  

Hawking?s first visit to China was in 1985, when he was 43 years 
old. He was first invited by University of Science and 
Technology of China in Anhui Province, where he gave two 
lectures. Then he went to Beijing to give one lecture at Beijing 
Normal University. According to Prof. Zhao Ji (Zhu, 2018) of the Department of Physics, Hawking 
shared some ideas with the teachers and gave them an exciting report about his last achievements in the 
field of black hole formation and cosmic creation.  

In JingWen lecture hall with five hundred seats, Hawking was hardly speaking making his voice barely 
understandable due to pneumonia (which is an infection that inflames air sacs in one or both lungs). Only 

his students understood what he was speaking, which they had to 
clarify in English and then translate it to Chinese. The whole 
lecture lasted for about an hour and a half.  

 Accompanied by some of the students and teachers, Hawking 
visited the Great Wall for the first time in 1985 despite his 
paralysis challenge. According to Professor Zhu Zonghong from 
the Department of Astronomy ? who also took part in the trip ? 
Hawking knew the quote of Mao ZiDong that says ?? ? ? ? ?
? ? ? (Bù dào chángchéng f?i h? ohàn - One who fails to reach 
the Great Wall is not a hero) which made him a more admired 
figure by reaching the Great Wall.   

 At this point, although a brilliant life has ended by leaving our 
world, a philosopher may argue that his life continues since his 

achievements still speak, but that?s only in terms of our space-time! However as I  recall one of his 
inspiring quotes to ?remember to look up at the stars, and not down at your feet? and to ?try to make 
sense of what you see, and wonder about what makes the universe exit?; I  am reminded of the importance 
of faith. While I  don?t want to turn this article into a religious discussion, I  cannot help but to mention 
that I  am writing it during the time I  am celebrating the resurrection of Easter Sunday. That?s why I  
remember the wisdom of King Solomon in the book of Ecclesiastes as he mentions that ?the dust will 
return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will return to God who gave it?  for God will bring every work 
into judgment, including every secret thing, whether good or evil.? 
(Ecclesiastes 12:7-14) 

Finally, Professor Hawking who came to our university here (which adds 
another credit of making me proud of BNU) strived to find a theory for 
everything and this inspirational theoretical call still exists for scientists, 
researchers, educators and everyone who desires to understand the 
metaphysics behind our magnificent universe. So I  quote his statement 
to ?be curious? to include all aspects of our lives; the physical and the 
spiritual. Until we meet again in the afterlife, lets keep being curious to 
understand and enjoy. Thank you and Goodbye professor Hawking.    

          Resources:  

Ecclesiastes 12:7-14 NKJV  

Zhu, ShanShan (2018, March 14). 33 years ago, the lecture in Jingwen 
Lecture Hall left a bond between Hawking and Beijing Normal 
University. [33? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
? ? ? ]. ? ? ? ? ? . Retrieved from 
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/8Xnh6JjSIOQZW5VggYhHJg   

By bo u l us Rida (Pau l )


