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FacuLry OF EDUCATION INTERNATIONAL STUDENT UNION NEWSLETTER

Dear Readers,
We are glad to send you our Timeline newsletter for this month; please feel free to send us any feedback/news/articles/ideas or anything

publishable that you are interested in. News will be shaped on your needs; you will find open calls for conferences, academic issues,
activities and things that just happen to us every day...enjoy! E-mail: focisu@yahoo.com
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Master Student of Comparative Education
GIFTS

e Nt only does Chinese New Year go with the celebration among Chinese themselves but also the
Epucatons ano TiE strengthening of bonds between Chinese peoples and foreigners. While Chinese peoples were busy

familics,
and hospitaliy to foreigners within their land.

One such a good example is what the International Students Offce at Befjing normal University did
o all international Students who were at campus or within Befing t that time. Every student w
given a big package of foodstuffs with assorted items heavy enough that a student had challenges
caryog o thl dorns o aparinnt on thir . 4. pardotat amased stadns The band
of giving really amazed orking out
how they wil finish the foodstuffs. tems in the m(kag: e S
DVDs on Chinese New Year festivals and some precious items such as expensive drinking bottles.
Moaouss Lo ‘The shoering of the gifts was not the only miracle of the day but also the humility of the president

Conunoun

Ox Sroms

of the University to abandon his glorious duties and palace to come and mingle with students on

this amazing day: The president was seen walking around while chatting with students and visiting

their dorms. Such is among the most humble gesture from big people who go so low regardless of

their status and taking such vith a blind eye would the most ungrateful move from the saciety.

It is therefore with great honor and appreciation that students from Beijing Normal University

e TR e S O il s o
l ly at BNU or in Befjing

Chinese peaples will experience the same love and friendliness beyond their boarders.

Clhinese Towsscrs Liseso Dosso

oy New Year

PhD student of Comparative Education

‘The Chinese calendar has 12 or 13 lunisolar months per year and is about 20 to 50 days behind
the Gregorian calenda. 1 wsed 10 determine the dates of tradiional Chincse festval, ke Chinese
New Year/ Spring Festival and S Autim Chbss N Yo “Spring Festival

ina's most.

y Chinese New Year is celebrated
e e e e A e eI e e
and Taiwan, and in many of China's neighboring countries such as Singapore and South Korea. And
s celebrated in the world's many China towns
‘The preparation starts seven days before the Chinese New Year's Eve, and the holidsy celebration
willlast 1o the Lantern Festival on the 15th day of the first lunar month. Fullav-mg a m by-day
guide, Chinese people have different things o do on cach day. Among these, r Gifts and
R Evelopes ke t Chtstma e coamrleh peope exchange i ding th sp ing Festival
‘The most common New Year gifts are red envelopes. Red envelopes have different kinds of gift in
are believed to bring good luck. Red envelopes called hongbao in Mandarin and lai see in Cononee
‘The term “red packets” has also come into common use, though hongbao look and function more like
envelopes than packets. A red envelope is the symbol of energy: happiness and good luck. Sending red
envelopes is @ way to send good wishes and luck (as well as money). Actuall; the significance of red
th i

10 bestow more happiness and blssings on the receivers. Hence, it is impolite to open a red envelope.
in front of the person who gives it to you.

‘They are given to children and retrees. Customarily only employers give red enelo n
adults. As a universiy students father and leader, on behalf of the Befjing Normal University; Vice
President of Professor Zhe of M e

(Chinese New Year greetings visited the Ministry of Commerce scholarship student of Beijing Normal
University who stayed for the Chinese New Year during the Spring Festival. They were also presented
the Spring Festival gift package, which includes an audio-visual product introducing Chinese Spring

Festival custom, traditional C} tickets and other gift items. Some pictures of
Professor Zhou Zuoyu and Ms. Af Xin during the vist are as follows
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THE ROLE OF EDUCATORS AND THE MousrarsScor;
T TR (e oD PAD Chvoinars i ConransTve Evucmon
it et bishing of Philosophical it philosophes Ludwig Witgeasten

One famous quoe from his work i
‘What i your aim in philosophy? To show the fy the way out of the fly botle” (Wittgenstein, 1986, p. 103)

A Buropean-style fly bottle was a glas botle with a hole at the bottom that was placed above bait (such as sugar) and partialy iled with beer or vinegar. Afir irst
e A T S e D s e e
but he often found himself stuck in a wit  agonized over

L 0 R A L S

limitations. Likewise, i the ck partake in g A e wplvlarly,
) diffculty of o an excuse it Will

D e i fsossbi sonig wack 1 i v gt B e o ke e of 4 Wlllgem\:m o

Culture and Value (2) in which he ponders

Are you a bad philosopher then if you what you writeis hard to understand? If you were better you would make what's diffcult casy to
understand. But who says that’s possible? (Wittgenstein, 1998, p. 105)

Ifwe return to P e el
with “educator’, espectively,th “The aim of phil it scems, i to have onc’ thoughts
valued. The great, yet common sense, truths of human experience (e.g, “gravity. p\nlxyuudawn»anl' and “fire s hot) that do not

require great of interest to philosopt can find a way
truth with added sppreciation.

The aim of education, as insttution and not just an idea, i to transmit knowledge. This counters the

movement but
that knowledge, as vesse of the advancement of mankind, oceurs when certain conditions of freedom and
exploration are met. But the conclusions that students arrive at will sl need to exist within acceptable
bounds of “correctness” for the teacher, parents, administrators, est makers, and politicians to have
understood that learning has indeed occurred.

Wl mybe 5 nthe s 2 o mbelicr ‘ue” losepos can ke diffct tins sy o

The educator must make d\iﬁcuh mmgx easy to understand and she must certainly believe that its
possibl to do so.

But there s one notion that cannot be fully shaken here: Just because someone believes that something

possible. (Yes, despi » your wall says). Consider this. In
T —— many countries' justice systems,there i a presumption of innocence (3); thre i  basic noton that an
B e accused person is “innocent untilproven guity Who saysthis s truc? Well i the world of philosophy,
where idess do not have to be put into practice (yet legitimized by the logos on ehich they tion could lesd to endless
discussion, and perhaps epistemological revelations, on the nature of “truth’
ity than “guity unil proven innocent” i in individual rights. That s, unles
Rmanise he guction i cones. I e ol f e st 0 protct he nercts of e sste i e ot te st nhernly protcts the s
of the people? Or s it the rol of the stae to protect the interestofthe people with the assumption tha this in turn protects th inerest of the state? Novw, which
viewpoint is more important if you are faced with a death sentence?

ind its formation. I the end, however, it cannot be determined i “innocent until o

Task you to consider the extension of this analogy when the role of the teacher s met with the role of the student. Understanding the hopelessness of th task of trying

P isor o believe that diffcult 0 understand (with
that those “things” i “diffeult)? portant for the educator things can be made easy to understand
(with “difficult” only being a tempor " The ducator to attempt to

deas the educator to attempt to make ideas accessible o all. No one says education has o be egalitarian, but
reconsider the role of an Now, of . e

N o o i e aring procest

d i philosophy. The base.
e et et ) T e o e

e

Point or internal test scores,ane who seek high i or atain employ
hope tht, heneesposie e brng o ssmplons o the ore ke them gl ot d let them be. the
drafting of lesson plans, policie, or even articles in newsletters ),

We must humanize our concerns by considering the perspective of those affected by our decisions and not lfeless quantifible outputs
1 dardi ent

Getting back to the fly (e, trying to show understanding One way out i to just work with
‘your best guess (4) an the philosopher’ burden of perfect ideas. iy, and Ieave you one
final quote from Dr. Ludsig Wittgensten

I peop dies, noth ppen (Witgenstin, 199, p. 74)(5)

Notes
1. Scott . (1953). The Countryman. J.W. Robertson Scott.
24 i "

thered by fellons philosopher, Georg Henrik von Wright, who would succeed Wittgenstein as professor
at University of Cambridge.

3. This fundamental right i also included in the Universal Declration of Human Rights adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1945

4. Enter the concept of “action rescarch

5. Offen translaed as “If people never did slly things, nothing intelligent would ever get done”
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Boulus Rids (Paul)
PhD student of Comparative Education

ON STORIES

dent asked his teacher, “why do you d
 giving us the answers directly?”’
‘The teacher replied, "do you want someone to cherw the food for you, and then put it in
your mouthil”
“These stories are meant to help you think and as you meditate on their meanings, you can

come to realize answers by yoursel.
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MONGOLIAN LUNAR NEW YEAR

Exoiesuinx Gasborcon (Epie)

Master Student of Comparative Education

L am writing this article with my heavy heart and worried how to explain
such a festival in few lines and give you & general picture sbout how
celebration goes on. Because, i s celebrated in various ways depending
on ethnicity and which part of the country it takes plac. In other words,
whole idea is same, however, the ways it is celebrated are different. Thus, i

customs Mongolians obey during the holiday:
Mongolian Lunar New Year is one of the most important holidays for  Meanwhile, men climb the mountain peak and pray for goodness such as well-being,
‘Mongolians as same s “Christmas” “Ramadan” or “Thanksgiving” for fertlty of mother nature, luckiness, wealth, fine weather, long living etc. When every
people around the world. The meaning of the festival is “Tsagaan sar”  member is home, the boiled tea s served. Aferwards, people start greetings. The reason
literally “white month” in English which symbolizes that the coming  why; people greet afier milk tea i also related to the symbol of color white. Traditionally,
e yer 1 xpected 10 be 35 pure 25 whie o the begiing and 1 2 bt il s s ur o 50 peope il greet cach other with sinless
celebrated mostly on the frst three days according o the Mongolian  body and clean mind.

lunisolar calendar. Greatings will be done among all the family members in which the eldest person(s) akes a.
On the last day of passi familis clean up the dus, gnite

FaeCines I e e ua.,..g: elbows. In particular, both greeting people may have “Khadag” long silky ribbon
layered pastry call

P
refers to the menmngc’whuemnnlh e e e i and e il saying “Ammar s balna ou?" e
i similar to Chinese dumplings and all the family members sart dining  peacefl and healthy? P

ether after the sun sct. This s called “Bituonliterally

o8 Fall even it is common in some rural areas on daily greeting circumstances.
everyone should eat as much as they can untl they feel full in their guts.  Those who have finished greetings will be welcomed to the table set and served with feast.
People wake up early in the morning next day before the sun rise, and  After they have done eating, exchanging news and sending good blessings each other,
dress up new garments they had prepared and make directions “Mur  cach person wil receive 4 token from elders, Therefore, younger people and kids vill go
gargakh” which means people of 10 go 1o the fortunate direction and  visit other e T T S S R L
come back home from the direction of wealth. This symbolizes that  arriving gues

‘people wil have luck in their path and the new year will be profitable. It is a jolly goed time for all the members of family and relatives to reunite, share feelings
After making direction, there are several customs 10 accomplish: women  and meet new members.

boil milk tea, take the sample to the sky and place a cup of tea in front
of the gods. Then it i the turn for husband the host of the family:

e n thet stude. I oue bicthday vas i February or coing n M, lesse
et v and 1t s Ko 5w apdate e it st

them in the next ssues and update our lst
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